
Frequently Asked Questions (and Answers) 
about the bar mitzvah of 

Holden Brooks Bilbe 
 
 
1) Will I be featured in the live-streaming if I tune in? 
 
The format being used for this bar mitzvah celebration will be a Zoom Webinar format.  This 
means that select individuals who have a part to play in the leading of the service will be a part 
of a “panel” who will have cameras connected to the livestream.  Otherwise, the additional 
long-distance congregation will be participants who will only be able to see and hear the 
panelists but will not be seen or heard themselves.  There will be a “chat” function available for 
folks to send wishes to Holden and the family, but the timing of receipt and possible response to 
those are undetermined at the time of the writing of this document.  
 
2) How do I get there?  
 
Temple Beth Shalom will be sharing a link to the live-streaming of the service.  When this link is 
made available, we will send out instructions for how to join in and participate.  The link is 
unavailable at this time of the writing of this document.  
 
3) What if I’m late? 
 
No big deal at all!  When it’s not our own event, the Bilbe Circus is always late to everything! 
The service will last an hour, and you’re welcome to join in at any time! 
 
4) How long will it last? 
 
The service itself begins at 10:30am, and it should last an hour.  
 
5) What happens at the service?  (See other file for more info on this) 
 
During the service, you may choose to wear a kippah. A kippah is a head covering worn while in 
synagogue (or other times or all the time!).  They are traditional for men to wear, but we belong 
to a Reform Jewish congregation with more progressive interpretations, so you will also see 
women wearing kippot (plural of the Hebrew word “kippah”).  Holden has selected some kippot 
for sharing especially for this event, and we’d be happy to send you one! Just let us know! 
 
There are Jewish prayer books (called “siddur/siddurim”).  Our temple will have a digital copy 
(pdf) of this in order to print out (if you’d like) and follow along at home.  When that document is 
available, we will share it with our guests on Holden’s bar mitzvah website and by email if you 
have RSVPed.  
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Get comfortable, and follow along.  Holden will be called to lead us in the service, and he takes 
over with the prayers in Hebrew, most of which are chanted.  The Rabbis will be explaining how 
to participate vocally in the service.  And the Torah service will be the climactic part where 
Holden officially becomes a bar mitzvah when he reads from the Torah.  There will be a 
presentation by Holden and some words of acknowledgements before the showering of 
sweets/marshmallows and the end of the service. 
 
6)  If I am not Jewish should I participate?  Should I wear a kippah?  Should I speak or 
sing along with any of the congregational readings and songs? 
 
Yes, if you’d like!  Please participate as you feel comfortable!  Some folks like to sit and observe 
and reflect, but it’s customary for the congregation to respond in readings and even chant or 
sing along when Holden leads us through various parts of the service.  Holden, the Rabbi, and 
the Cantor will be sharing page numbers and transliterations and making this service be as 
user-friendly and participatory as you’d like it to be.  Feel free to wear a kippah if you’d like to try 
it out.  Feel free to join in on anything!  It might feel especially easy to try to participate (or 
especially awkward?) given that it’s a virtual service and you won’t be seen or heard as an 
attendee. 
 
7) What’s up with the marshmallows?  
 
Traditionally at Temple Beth Shalom, when you arrive, you are handed a little organza bag with 
a marshmallow inside.  This is set aside near you during the service, and it is picked up and 
thrown at Holden at the end of the service!  Luckily, Holden has a bunch of siblings in our house 
who are more than happy to repeatedly shower him with sweets in absence of the full 
congregation being present.  So that’s something you might observe during the service.  Don’t 
worry, though, Holden will take a rain check, and you can feel free to toss a marshmallow in his 
direction even from a space of social distancing at another time!  You can definitely find a way 
to shower the bar mitzvah boy with sweetness in his life ahead!  
 
8)  What happens at the luncheon? 
 
The luncheon traditionally occurs immediately after the service ends.  We are so sad to be 
unable to invite everyone in to enjoy a kiddush luncheon together, but on Holden’s bar mitzvah 
website, we have included some of our favorite family recipes for traditional kiddush luncheon 
dishes in case you want to make something and join in in spirit.  Challah, bagels, kugel, blintzes, 
fruit, salad, sweets, etc.  
 
 
9)  When will this thing end? 
 
The service should last about an hour. Sometimes it’s tricky to predict the timing of these things, 
but please feel free to come and go as you need to.  
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10)  Is this a gift-giving occasion? 
 
A bar mitzvah is a major lifecycle event in the Jewish tradition.  Many folks like to honor the bar 
mitzvah child by sharing a card or gift.  Our family totally respects that feeling that many folks 
have about wanting to show that type of honor, and we certainly appreciate that kindness. 
However, please do not feel compelled to gift Holden.  Our own family traditions have included 
NOT gifting on special events, so gifting is not expected.  If you are looking for ways to honor 
Holden, outside of your presence and participation, please know that he is raising money for A 
Well-Fed World.  This plant-based hunger relief organization’s feeding equity and disaster relief 
funds provide immediate assistance to those harmed by the pandemic and in solidarity with the 
fight for racial justice.  Donations may be made via “GiveDirect” here: 
www.givedirect.org/donate/?cid=12064. (Select “Covid-19 Relief Fund” from the drop-down 
menu.)  You can read more about A Well-Fed World at www.awellfedworld.org. 
 
However, your interest and presence in this event is truly the biggest gift of all! 
 
11)  What if I still have questions that aren’t on this list? 
 
Call, text, email the Bilbe Circus!  We are so ready and excited to have you join and celebrate 
with us!  Feel free to reach out with any other questions or thoughts! 
 
Tiffany Goodman Bilbe (Holden’s Mama) 
512-658-9719 
bilbecircusmama@gmail.com 
 
Mitchell Bilbe (Holden’s Dad) 
512-963-7637 
mitchbilbe@gmail.com  
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